Scouts Newsletter
Sept 21st 2009
1) Letter to Parents/ Guardians:

I would like to take this opportunity to give the youth and parents a heads up as to what will be expected this year at 38th Garrison Scouts.  This year, a majority of the youth are in their 2nd or 3rd year of Scouts; as such, much more will be expected from them.  Scouting is a program designed to teach kids & teens life skills like thinking for themselves, planning for the future, taking on responsibility, etc.  The way leaders teach these skills is mostly through hands on experiences...mainly by letting the youth do things for themselves.  The Scouts this year will be expected to plan their own program – games they want to play, skills they want to learn, badges they want to obtain, fieldtrips/camps they want to attend.  They are expected to organize the games, plan how they will obtain their badges, help organize and execute fieldtrips/camps.  At first, they will fumble their way along, make mistakes, come up with silly or unattainable ideas....but it is the hope of the leadership team that by next summer, these kids will have improved beyond our (and your) expectations!!
I want to emphasize from the get-go that the leadership team is here for the kids...and for you, the parents.  Please please please talk to me and talk to the other leaders.  If you have any concerns, if your Scout has any concerns, if you have any ideas, or if you just want to say Hi, just send us a call/email.  The only way to make this year great is to keep up a constant flow of communication!!
Cheers,

Scouter Ashley

2) Reminder that the Fall Camp is this coming weekend!!
a. Remember to bring $15 to tonight’s meeting to cover food.

b. Additional Gear – if you want, bring your fishing rod.  We will be utilizing the Trout Pond on site for those who would like to fish.

c. Note to Parents:  The Scouts have been assigned the task of creating their own food & equipment lists.  This is a task that has been assigned multiple times last year  and as such the leaders know that the returning youth have been taught (over & over again) how to do these tasks.  For this Fall Camp, leaders will no longer be doing the thinking (and rescuing) for the Scouts.  If they plan a meal of spaghetti and do not include pasta sauce on their list, the Scouts will have to suffer through sauce-less spaghetti.  If they do not put tent pegs on their equipment list, they will have to figure out how to secure a tent without them.  The only items the leaders will bring to supplement their lists will be things to ensure proper safety at the camp.  This camp will be a very good learning opportunity and the leaders hope it will teach many valuable lessons.
d. Camp Map

3) Monday Sept 28th  - Popcorn Fundraiser Kickoff
a. Scouts and Parents are asked to arrive early @ 6pm to receive their Popcorn Order Forms, win prizes and have fun as 38th Garrison kicks off this annual official fundraising event!!
4) Sunday Oct 4th – Monthly Group Committee Meeting

a. MFRC (Boardroom) @ 2pm
b. Parents and youth are welcome to attend any of the Group Committee meetings.  If you have any concerns you want to voice or would like to listen in on the decision making process, please come.
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